< e

PIERS FORD
takes a fond look at the
classic torch singers — their
turbulent careers and some-
times (ragic lives
i

LILi&H RUTH

Chescioer Boand Girl, 1930
SUSAN HAYWARD porirayed her in
Il Cry Tamgeroes, 1955
based on LILIAH ROTH's autabiography

... Insson an how stars daatt wih alcoholism pre-Batty Ford.

vergondy loves a tarch song. Ite an essenlial part of gay cullune, just
like the icars whi hawa mads it their stacle diet. Stars, from Garand
o Bassey. have always included a tew Lish lamentabions of lost ar
unrequitad lave in ther regertain,

c suffaring akong thie liras of “Fou aon't hive (o say you leva ma’ o 'Mamary'.
Ang anyone wha can let rip with & powerful befiad is dubbad & tarch singsr,
ba thay Whilray Hauston ar Marc Almand, Well, # beltag out 'Tha greatest
ke of &7 makes you a forch singes for the 1990, tha genre has cerainly
wome a long way since & culch of smens stared it allin Iha 19205, Thiy wing
firz1 rete icon meterigl. |t is brme b9 redress the balance and racogniss 3 rch
kagacy

Tha first forch song was probably My man’. | starled lile s 'Mon homme’,
1he signature fune of e graat Franch enfertainer Mistinguett. Her biagraaber,
Diavid Bratl, suggests that ang af the anginal lyncisss, Jacgues Charlas, was
parily inspired by his infaluation with the Americen dancer Hamy Plcer.

But # wixs Fariny Brice who liest recored My man’, in 1921, In har yiddish
accend, f bacomas a grimly Fonic festimany to a lowe that will not dis, come
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Wit may. The prgnal torch sengs scamealy rog in
lher dieiion of feminsm, ar any farm at libaration.
But they hawve 3 lot 1o say about the candition ol

airg in lowe. Thizy refac a basic truth that has
nothirg to do with coitics or balisfs, and evenghing
I do wilh a common, seargday eapenientcis

With ‘My man', Brice daesn't creare a polshed
higirianic ballad, She becomes baltis-weary and
sefl-zacrificing. Her lover beats her and plays
arcand. Gub i balongs b hee, Thal's fie way it =
Viat's tha use in brying bo analysa it?

In resalfy, Fanry Brce was rca-maned, allhaugh hes men I:-'u.lg'lrh:':r |_'|'|I!,l
finanzial scande! ang misary. Tha prophacy af tha frst lorch song was cruslly
accurabe

Iranicaly, she = best ramambanad becawss Barbra Sirsisand scored har firs

man’ remaing e quintesantzl lerch song. | ranslates easily into ather skles
and has besn coversd by etistas as dverse 2= Bille Hoiday, Pegpgy Lee and

E.athy Kirby
RAW EMOTION

ARhoungh B singing Stvke can sound prim ang over-phrased loday, 1he san
timent of the criginal 1orch singers” matenal wias blek and resignec, closs o
the gritty Franch chansons reslistes and amicipating the raw emeton of the bes
courtny and wasiern singers. Allhough Sey alten parisrmed the sama numbers,
the early forch sirgers hed songs with which they wers indivigually and indei-
by ide=nliliead

This was paricularly true of Halen Margan wha cregied tha male of Julie in
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