» Compass points

World music: nul points

The Burovision Song Contest might sesm the perfect opportunity to hear the
traditional music of participating countries, but ‘ethnic’ efforts have rarely had
much suncess. Plers Ford recalls the entrants who have played against the odds

Since the Eurovision Song Conbest Tirst graced o [V
screend, in 1958, il ke been derided Tor (ks failure o
redfect comtamporary trends in pop music. For workd
music Tana, o, there i bean disagpointment - i he
repeated faiturn af part cipating courtnes tn submit Songs
wWhich in some way faature thes |FHISgB ML MEUSIcad
traditiors. These days the spectacie of a brace of hapless
parformeds pullmg out all the stops with material which is
rarely werthy ol their mesacal talents, along with the
ritsalistic and highly idiasyncratic voting systam, has
EFVEN the combest cradet anly far 15 Lnegae sEatus an Kitsch
T viewing. Occatsansily performens nave besn coarced

Bamadioh bropd Cebiee) b i of Saals tip Mdagg dlipery b gbe
Teceied ra goieta fot ey 1081 [orommisn perinrmence Crore AW Snae

into @ travesty of tharir natiomal dress for a few minutes
the spotlight, and among the exdravagant bellads and
nowmity niemibers which have dominated the compatition
there have Deen accordions, pan-pipes @00 Danoe apssniy,
But-with the exceptsan of Fremnch chansan - adaphed in
any casa oy savaral continemtal cavtries ang Erneralty
dedivarad (i [he same (riense 1eahion Dy 8 femsle aodn
singer - natonal muand styles have gerarally beon igrored
Thers have, howevar, Deen a few entres which have cut
through 1he s of Europog, earmsst Slavic roch, nursery
ditties and all-purpose dance tracks i delight tha world
maisic anfhusiast, 11 not the muriudes whe these days
regisier ther voled by 1esephpoe, How bold Finlend was in
15598 whan it presanted-a misth-textured Runic threnody
winieh aciially mansged bo conjure a semie ol anciant
holstic Morsk philosophiees and long tedes told aourd the
fire an endiess dark nights. And avan with (k= Blard lyrecs
=boul purneying land in kand 1o the presnssed (ard
Gormany's 19595 ontry. “Resse nach Jorusalem’, had a
distinctly Furkesh flawoar, combeni NE SOSNNg Weslen
sfrings with an irediEtable Exstem iwithm and wcai
radofent of the bazaar. The gradual inclusion of peripharal
Eunapean countries Swch as |srasl, Turkey ard - onone
oocasion - Marocto, has a8o belped to change the
plcture, In 1883, for sxample, the fsraeil singer Ddra
Heza sang a catchy dance anthem called “HI® which wes
[sght yeaers away from the Armenian falk and ethnic jazs
she would becaoma onown far bit stidl eamed her an
impressive secand place. Recagnising, perhaps, that any
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chance ol EUnnsn Ssucosss neSiy on & Sang with brosd
appaal and & mundang leitmotid, a number of courtrias
hava fended to enter hydrid songs that combins hair own
interpretalion of cuorent tasl=s in pop muosic with mome
traditwinal mlemants - a dash of saz fute, porhaps, or a
Diout of thnoaty Ilr.E:'IIIE thrae am far El'.l'.l"J mEagsure
Qecagionatly tha approach has caught the imagination of
Mg |LIMBSE. G-aﬂrany's ‘Faisa nach Jerusalam’, with ifs
Tl influence, came third, while veo yedirs. santier, In
1997, Turkey itsalf reached an snprecedented third place
wilh 'Dinie’, @ memarable chuggeng dence tune with &
saaring vocal from Sebnam Paker and a backing proup
playing muthentic folk Instrpments, Yet Gresce mceived
i sl recagnition with & sang which was by T8r 13 mas)
imteresting sniry, way back in 1976, "Panaghia Mou,
FBI’GRT‘-E Mau" was a protest 5ang that lamented the
Turkish mvason of Cyprus and pitched the pure,
impassionad sopranc voice of Masia Koch against a lage
hocroaky ansemble and minimal-drom beat. Gren [he
IEnominicgs g points fabe thal bas ofton béen mobed
out an such “ethale” contribufions, Kooh prodably
regarded Her 20 points and thirtsenth posdion 45 an
accaptabla retum for her offorts, After all, that was the
yei wihen Gnotherhood of Man won wilh Sau our Knisas
Far M, A soryg that ook the contest 1o onplum bed
dapths ol insipieness,

But it contmnoes to be o difficult bettle. Take Fortugal,
for instance. Sha joined the fray for tha first tima in
1964, ard maora often than nof her antrbas have reflactad
the country’s proud fado heniege. Hul the dignified style
of singars such as Simona de Ofweira or Carlos do Cammao
fies parely MAnsged ba vin The |ured” Enooe and w almer
imrariably dismissed as wery athnic' by broadcast
Comimanialors, 38 f Tnat were -E'ﬂl:hJEh e pace I beyand
the campreherdsaan or plessune of 1he aversgs lstener
Teo bag Tar the average: listanmr, then, thaogh not for
Epane who anjoys the way in which Foriugal and s
handfel of ather coanfries persist in offering songs which;,
niowever fenunasly, contain tracas of thar traditional muse

Spain, too, has struggied to fing a8 foathedd in
Eurovisian, It won in [968 and ted far first place the
fodlomeng vear, but has since foundered on & 583 of ropy
Ballsds and edcruciating Sng-shong fare, Only ance, in
1963, was it beavm enough to sand i3 fully-fledged
flamanca singsr to do battla, [eids mangga mi barcy'
wat o dari, brocding lament pertormed by the unberalded
Hemedios .ﬁrnay.] who has since Decome one ol Spains
eadeng Slafenco arlsts on (he inernalional Slags. Bul
har place In Eurmvision Riskory mests with the kandful of
Sirgers who have suffersd the kumitiation of fail ng ta
Soone any points at &il, Wikh 2 fair wind and & strong
flamanco band, rathar than an archestra that clearky
2ian" know o 1o landle the complex, drving rhythms,
she might hiove dona batter. In 1980 Noresy selected a
Samni, Maitis Hastia, 1o sing 8 sorg abou @ famous Lap
peoteat thal ook place in frant af the Merwegan
parhiament. ‘Samis] aagnan’ was basad anolnd o ok

taami seag) that had featured Fes
Bgain 1hn volErs" aympstt e wer
came & modes! sicteanth,

fai, i3 many countries have wa

miusical fraditsans from beyond o
=igns for werld music afichanados
more promisimg. Despste the fact
decidedly siperior view of The con
kn ine wanguard of this weleome, |
Mary of ds feneat singers have t38
competiticn, I'HD'"E‘E-E‘.'ITIHE Eeath 5
othes French-spaaking ratians. k=
Iigband of Edin Piaf) sang for M
for example, Michile Torr hes ghes
Luxambourg and Manaco, while 5
Hardy, lzaballe Aubret, Joan-Cissd
Sepe Lama and Frida Boccarn om
lengthy rodl of contendars ower e
inaugh, GMernd standand chansam
IONER CF War&lang gn thad curkous
phanomentn, wé-id pap. France ia
the quaini vat typicaily pofshed =
Venfant' from Marie Myriam. 8y 1
lurther sliald for inspiration asd g
Iy dréwing Lpon & varisly of tradi
iangely from Alrican sources. First
& rhythmic fom-tom-based chasl
Bloes', pannad by thal safamt s
Serge Ganshowg. His associaions
statiling as it might seem — back §
France Gall's winming samg
for Lueembaung, the Lolita-
Hh Folmde do cire, podipds
e o0, Sophksticated and
orarnals, "White and Slack
Biues' eamed secord plscs.
It was followed n 1951 by
‘Chest le dermiar qui &
paria’, a hypnolic
SEneapaless hymn to
iolerance, pesformed by
ihe Tunisian sciress
Armana, hat wag pipped &t
ihe post by a
quintessanlal Seandish
Euravisian numbar,
‘Faangad Av En Stormvind’
sung by Canala. Then, m
1952, Martinkque-harn Kal
toaw tha stage with 5 gantle
rEgEees melody in patoia,
'Wortd L3 rvid’, Bk (kat
was another year for big
birllads and his unoesialed  Cefies
ACOrAch was droened oot chasl s
by luler vostes,

It thare nas ever bean & warls m
Eurovision, It fook place in 1995 =
al bath an inberial act — Aiverdans
inin ord of the world's most succes
enbariaimments, and Moneay's vweia
scarcely a song at all. ‘Noctame' m
Ags blend delivered by n consortie
Seered Garden whaoh (ncluded 191
Shirry, piper Devy Spilane, & whis
Alinawgh Secret Gargan now tesus
Age chans on both sides of the At
risk with its 1995 choice, Tha inse
"Mociurnge’ wes book-anded by & ke
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again the

al had featursd hesuily in the profest, but
‘were hard toenlist and it

ied 1o siparimant with
oy Dornders, 10 g
clos are L:Em ning o
w tha fact that i has affen takan 3
diy superar view o fhe 1 Ff:l'll:l:' hams besan
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lr' Fimnsst 54 np,'-'s naug 1= i thes
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BuUng by Carald. Then, |6
47 Martinigus-born Kal

kool 1he sEags wilh a gentia

reggan melody i paioms,

"Ment &', bt that

waes another year o Dig

'+ Eﬂﬂ.ld[-J .ﬂm:l Alice, T -:|I IL!.P
o, calivared tha &
soal backing group

perimentatan o his nature
thee ethinec chablerge in 1995

with glaitarrest Den A Era"
{FrbeTm ol Eroup ur
rnckuding

ibredia 1Fe of L Hedilage
apercadllia yocalist Kaden
d an etherasl Braton cha

ethereal-asunding saices with rnlr:n_g rinyifims and hyrics

ng ari the w 5, bt the magic 'IEIJ wanad
Al E Lo wias reverting i lyps: Kalnng and (he
Warset Brought the bophy b Inited

Lt yeadwr the European Broadeasting LUnion rele b
rul vl allownd partician
thesr chaice. |navitally, mast countries asited the chan
o perfem in Engissh m the belief that their chance
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of bokk an mierval act - - that has evalued
|k cenve Ot Ehd worlo's CCEssiul m |
pritertamnments, and Momwity's victony with & sang thal wal
searcely. a song 2t all, ‘Noctiene' wes a Kind of Caltic/Tew
fige bilerd deliversd b Tedent Caike

i cheded 1ha Irish vicfined Fig

ans, 3 whistie and 2 keyed fickdls

filttaigh Secrel Garden now Teatone. regolarty in tha MNew
fge charts.on both sides of the Atlantic, Norway took
rish witl 1935 choica, The instrumental core of
"Hocturne' wald bock-enidad By 8 Raunling bul exbremealy
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poaling to the l'm'|=4. faaliglig'a iy

mped s,
time, Vilwers listaners ho
&1 ayarrl will D ayen more appre
X buck the trend and shick o tradidional gins.
The ofm MUENE Aot b burt, a5 wa've discovored
there ane grecedents, And théres no doubl thal if
themn actuzally broke through and wan, the face of
Id be changsd Tonyer,
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