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people that wene quirky and, basically,
anempiovable! They emded up doing this
bacayse they didn’t fit Imto the world of work
We didn't go into It with any expectations of
belmg on television because at that stage the
mainstréam wan T opn L&a&mmmtda!lnﬁ
anyihing neve. 5¢ that's been @ huge change.”

Linda has come & long way sinee then
Character-butlding experiences |ike a gig at
Middizsboraugh Polytechnic-=| don't know
what 1t's cafled thess davs the Sorbonne or
something.” she says acidly-have been lelt
behing

*| wias sharing the bill with Mark Steel and if
was 3 nightmans: beguifa was three pence a
gallon; the audience was Bind drunk and
seemed to constst mainly of the Bughy Cluh
The microphape dadn't work, and thp were
._'-.:Implrprll.' hatiled I'nl. mie becauze they couldn't
e why a woman might be standing on stage
unless she was going o take ber clothes off
Wi wiene staving In this goddossaken bed and
breakfast andg after 1he show 'we ate ina
restaprant full of boapcers, staring ai the foed
o avpid geiting Inlo a fignt; then there was a
terrible Journey home on'a nightmare Sunday
engineering train.”

Wi, she's pleased to report that people come
.a!:-qg hecatiss they wWant ho s Reeand while it
i a thrlll b turn arcund @ hestile crowd and
make them Iaugh -=it's I||:|rl1|:'l!1i.-||_.l_ pladiatorial®
she md longer feels the need io do it

Linda's comedy heroes dre & wide-ranging
& her Mve act material, She remembers the
excitement al diverging from Lamily {asies
iMarecambee and YWise, Tormmy Cooper, Porridge.
“all thase gread shows™) [0 Peter Cook and
Dudiey Moare and later, Monty Prtinon, | was
too young b0 underscand kali of (8 bat 1 really
made me laugh, particularly Pete amd Ded,
she necalls,

*| got the Dageninrer [Nmiogues from the library
and learned them. Neaw that does have a very
English melancholy feel about it.- But today,
the rangs is o great: Like evervane. [ kne The
Office. But most recently |'ve been impressed
with Curh ¥ Emthnsaes from Larey David, the
co~creator of Seinfeld, [V's & masterciass b
writimg reafly brilllamt comedy. And thene are &
log of pmplq I've atways liked: Mark [Seeell,
jeremy Hardy and Harey Hill, "

She says you do have to pinch youmself
whien vou find yoursel! walking In the sieps of
sceme of the E'e.;l':—h:rnnufh Wiliams oo fust o
{iwule ar Willlam Rushion on Sorry, | Haves'f @
Clue, Bat ifa 3002 Radio 4 FllJ" in which Linda
was vobed the wittiest person on the statéon
i b believed, ghe's mare than earped her
right oo b theve;

“Sow do Rave a Im.-l:nF ol 5:'|.'Il'||5; part of British
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comedy hislory ina way o couhd mever haye
dreamed of,” she says. “There's 4 sense of
comtimuine And B's briliant the way these
shows have renewed themselves while keeping
irue i il orighnal form. '.'I'r.-\lu could 5o eawily
haive died osit whim many of the panellisis did.”

Shee was the (st lemale team captain on
The Newes (i i you thoughi about It oo
much, vou'd be rerrified. * the adds. *Fools rush
im. | suppose.* And, aside from the satire, she's
alsa contribuged 1o programmes [tk The Brinrts
of Emgifslr and Wt of Maourk, talking albouwi
language and literalune

Linda reserves ber mast billeas remarks for
the Insidious corporate language and therapy-
speakl that's choeping info spofen English
“People's use of language Is a great sownoe of
comedy,” she saye- *But | hate all that stuff
rerrible |argon and buzrwords thar people who
work for. say loal authortties ar arts Instiu-
pors, speak n. 15 ughy and uncreative and i
tsn’t commitinication. They can only speak i
each other in (L | hink 'S quie sinister, &vwen
Stalinist; and it takes away people’s abilicy 1o
have ariginal thowght ®

she's fighting back, nat jueet in her act but ateo
with her lan Dury campalgn. She presented the
BRC s Gred Lives programme on the Irgcn:ar'.l
singer/songwriter and you suspect she's
probanly anly hall .uk:ng ivbeen she says she
‘wanis b0 see stanzas from his fyrles dateed

Ty tapicn| tesie: Lievin Snabth, coverntly oo tour in dhe Feglon, & sessenesd for er ol and mrseal

around Essex pawmns, = 'Oh golly, oh gosh, come
and lie on a-coach with a Alce bit of poeh from
Bumham-on-Crouch® sounds so msch beties
than, ‘Busaham-3-Crouch welcomes cargdul
drivers',” she says

“It's his fyrical Beillance, that kind of
praletarian poeiry, He's part of this great line
from Dickens 2nd Mavhew, all thpse Erubby
lives, [evemy Hardy samipaigns for Pabestine.
50 | hawve Lan Dury 01 be & iow for real
angeage,” She's still walting fora pesponse
tresm Essex Conimly Councll. Bl
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