BORN TO BE MILD

Pilarims and visitors from across the world are drawn to Lisieux by the r:aptwatmg Gwr*—- :
of the young Ste-Thérése. PIERS FORD falls under the spell of the Ylittle saint’ ! ‘?L

WHICHEVER WAY YOLI APPROACH
Lisieus, it’s impossible to ignore the edifice of
the Hasthea de Ste-Thindse There ouglt v bea
road gign: Beware of low fhing domes, A5 you
drpve up fromn, Chebec, o a8 ol soane Bantasnc
1M -erietre tall hebeid of Sacré Coeur, 5t Paols
Cachedral and  the  Capunl  budlding. 1o
Washingan DRC is coming in to land ot of
wour peripheral vison.

(hice vou've tiken in o sheer size—and
mariged o hold the mad—the  nexe
umpressian Booof on oulgeows  clot of
Rornanesque and Byzantine syles The bucab:
pleasares of the surrounding - counryside,
which seems o ron with fagant ader
and nch MNormandy cream, are left behind
161 &i% EHISEIIE

Fev  plices araddle the line berween
pilgrimage and tourism with such panache
This is a toeamn wilrich owwed i repotacion oo the
cult of personality long before the world sared
e worrship at-the altars of pop stars, keathalless
and supermodels. And the basmlica, buil
berween 1925 and 1954 o cormmemorate sl
celebrate-the life of St Theérsse of the Child
Jessuas amd the Hoby Face—teo acknoadedge her
Rill tiele—is the main focus, resplendent
in is vukmaroy, of a phencmenon char
bring hundreds of chousands of visitors
Lissriy every year,

O the pilgrims who fiock here, the
mujoring on the evidence of the cosches parked
at the tooe af the mmpoing bullding, came
gither oo the far reaches of Eastern Eumope or
are . pums froan Japan and  che  Iodian
subcontinent. They know exacthy why they
hisve come, They-ase hene 1o pray an the shrine

tuberculosis st pese 24, was canomised m o recond

time, 8 mere 25 vears lager, and was mads

secondary Patron of France, the equal of Joan of

Are, i 1944, She was finally procliimed 2
Droctoe of tee Church in Hoaine by Poge Jobn
Pl [ 1997,

These pilgrims ane the ones who comstise
the bulk of the kneelers and worshippers at
the shrme of Therése m the baslica, From

J

’
alike. Tor these ears the story of Therése Martin
might sound, ininalhg ke thar of a lysieris-
prone gird, the youngest of nmine children
prematurely deproved of their mother, mised m
a devous and rather sner howsehold, inding 2
vocation which allewed her to Bee at one
remove from g troubling wordd and dving an
eternal mnocent. But how 12 sscks you in,

Perhaps it the way Lisieux i a living theme
puirk. The people go about their busnes, The
shops hiove all the familtar names and brands
that you'd find m gy modern e, The
butldmgs refiect the changes forced on s many
of these places o northern France by the
devasmton of World War [I: the spieit of
Thérdie was no protecoon agunst the bombs
amd shells which destroved much of the
medieval ¢pac bvout, But as vou follew the
tour thar leads you from the basihica 1o places
that were imiportant at variows stages of her
short life, Thérése’s personality takes oot n
your thoughts and ubtimately overwhelms
VORI PRSI,

Her story b told relentdesdy, on pleques and
displays at eich sgificant keation in the rovm,
Souvenit shops are full of the fedshistic ierms
that repreent the conmmercal vidue of her culn
endless. postcands fearuring her image - and
soinie phse hifted fom her writimg, Bl "5 fem
ronrmber v pimie de roser (] woll miakee 3 sloweer
of sy Bl lomnous, ghow<in-the-dark
Théreses: china Therdses; tripioyche wind prasers;
even Thersses in snowstorms, In mosz, her
iage 15 idealsed beyvond recogition, alidsough
that doesn'’t marrer wo the many who lap @ up,
or b the shopkeeper for whom dis 8 amply

busimess.” Mend, rovstens,” she savs a5 she closs

She was a recognisably modern child in the sense that the camera
recorded moments of her life from girlhood to her untimely death

of & vom wormen whie felt called o ke holy
orders at the tender age of mine when she was
cured of a seriows llnes by o vaperof 1 smlmg
Wirgnin Mary This o wormas was 2
by the ape of 13, afier mecerding specal
ispermaation froam the Pope, and wrote a book
describing her simphe, loving philosophy, Story
o & Soul which wai o influence thoussnds
of people. She died, withour complame, in a
wietchedly unplessant way lrom biestinal
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a distance, ft seema bo rise fom s sea of

shimmierig. - candleliphe For every votmve
which gutters and dics, another # It and secin
18 piace, There m g buzre of hushed muermmars
and copversatians thas riss up oo the sold and
gy cobours of the mosaws n the wulted
cetlings, It i heady stuff.

Bt the il hasa peculuarhy sedocoe quabity
quire capable of ensnaring the imaginagion of
others, too: oymical atheists and camal touries

her oll. "It looks as if it will rain this sfternoon”
Mot pose petals; presumalily

Anal ver these ane not the elemenes dhae give
an afmoit palpable sense of her presence
throughout Lisicus, Thérsse wis bornin 1874
when photography was already an established
medium, While her relics—arm booes, in
fact—ido make occanonal sorties abeoad, most
recently o [reland, in rrue medieval radinon,
she herself was 3 recognisably modern child in
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e senree whie the camen reconled moments of

her life from girihood to her untimely desth.
Her real face s everywhers: placid festures,
debicite 1 extréme youth bt increasingly
doughy m maruriy, desmiested alwas by eves
which are uncannily vibrant, even in sbighidy
bhurmed monochrome,

Therese was sctmlly born in Alengon,

corning to Listews i 1677 after the death of

her mwather, Fébe The family tiade i haroe s
Les Buisstmmicts, an atracie three-sioeey, Ted
brick hosese off bowlevard Herbert-Fournes, on
the moad vo Detwvilile. Mearky, a shrine decked
i an army - of pesies; prayers and tovs, fadid
and new, tesofics w0 the almaost comstang
procesion of vsiton Wik make ther way here
frot the baalscs

St inits oam gardens, the hoine ey bas
a hrooding, sightly melancholy armosphere.
Ani audio pour tneones, revene=ntally, the dewmils
of the nme she spenr bere: Moso ane mundane,
bt there are key momenis: the ambe of the
Virgin Mary m 2 viston wihich apgeared o
her durigg & grave illoess 0 183 her
comversang &t Chratns 1986 when she
avorwed her ambition to comse oo distress to
arvomes the geoaing certaingy of her vocation,
the bedrosoum where she praved tora convicoed
eraminal anc was overjoved o hear that he
had repetited on the seaffold: and the moment
i 1BAR when she le hone for the
Carinelite eomvent st the other end of mown,
MIEVET B0 TEElrT,

Here you will abo find hisr firss commimmioi
dress, a gowm made for her to wear on fine dieys,
varsous toys wikich suggest thar she did possess

sorne mere ordinary childish astes, samples of

handwriting i, in the garden, 4 crib which
she made herself.

A 1mimure walk through the public
ganden, a plessant, amry space, besds to the gochic
cathedral of 5r Merme where shie ook her fise
conmmmmica. A farther [ 5-minate sl
throagth the town's main shopping area brings
you 0 the culmmnation of the tours the tomvent
whiere she spent ber Let L] vears end wrote the
bock Srar o a Sud which woaeld be published
postharmonshy, explatoing ler belsel that gaall
and discrete scn of kindness and scrifice are
more potent demaonstratiang of Bith than
grrand, public gesnues. This, her ‘liccde way”, was
what Liidd the foundatiom for her growing
following mn the vears after her desth and
particularly after Wordd War | when this
ponwerfl combination of cerminty and nafvesd
appealed 1o o country erying to find sanething
gy malvage from the carmapge and desalation st
had endured,

Here st the convent, the Clixpelle du
Carmel, an exhibitgon of vebos i displaved m
darkened] cases, thelr origine explaned in a
cornmentary which woasell redolent of the

wears, franesmag.oom

Hordly simplstic prwe ab Stwp of @ Seal
Thepesss ruery; her gandeming tools, painoings
and nun's habde all hover in bt seconds of
illumination, betore the spodights fade and
remurn them to darkness, Mos porgnant—and
startling—ol all is her hoorios blonde b,
bravsrfully dressed and preserved, cur from: her
head an the day she entered the comvent i a
postudant

It 15 almiost dmipossable ty secancike these
abundant locks, eanly tdentfied in the premy:
sniling ]!-I:u:ﬂ.-:q;rqp-]h af the gmrl Thertss, with
che wimpled Bce and modest looks of the mom
she wvomdd beconme,

It is equally difhcult wo reconcile the stark
amplicity of the rest of thess items, anch mdeed
e unworldly innocence of her philosopln,
with the sheer vastness and scale of the narbled
exmrmvigzanza that s up on the hill overlookime
the toan

The bailics s sl che lass ooporcans
rehigious builihing o be complesed in Franee
funded sokely by pubic donation. Thar o iselld
b estimony o the devorion inspired by her
winrehi and wlist eesally v acaigile 'linke way”,
Bur it the dichotomy becween the scale af the
meniorial and the plercing intessity of the
imzage of the voung woman who inspared 15
which makes 3 visie to Likeus such & potent
and Unnerving experience.

A ol leave, whether fin the chic seasdds
charms of Honfieur, Desuville or Trouville, or
to head hack o the comforomghy rolbng
coutrvside of the Pows & Auge, the face af
I'héreve Marmin will stay fed on your reoma
fiorr sk daie po corne @

HOWTO GET THERE

Lisaewne is about 30km south of Honfleur
and Creaurvilla on the DS, It is easily
accessibde by reguilar train senvices from
Ciserr {30 mranatens, Aouen (90 minutes) and
Diemrville-Trouville (45 mimsges). Them isa
good bus service frorm Honfleur {ore hour)
and daily srvices from Le Hivre (90
it and Dreaunville (up to two hounl,

WHERE TO STAY

Azur Hotel

15 e AU Char

Teh[Fri 231 6209 14

Lisiew’s finest hotal, diose 1o the cathedral
Hoted des Lourdes

& ruis gaa Char

Tel:(Fri 231 31 1948
Fasa{Fr} 231 31 08 &7

Sirrgple. ATFECTE ro0rms
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WHERE TO EAT

Le France

4 pue au Char

TekiF & 31 52 0337

Daliciours Morman fame reflecting Lsinu's
stafus a5 the capiial of the Pays d'Auge and
gateway to the gokden lend of Camembart

'HAVEL LISIEUX

M| and cicher Menus up to 20€, apen dadly
1 encant Monday

READIMNG MATERIAL
Secular vhlton, who want to be forearmed
d will find all they need to know about Sainte
Theréca de Lisieus an the dedicated web
e e e de-Rkeu e, which
prowides the full facts about her life, phs
“'E'T pictumes and detzsls of ralevant locations in

OHFFACE DE TOURISMWME

11 nue d'Allengon, 17197 Liskaus

Teki{Fri2 31 48 16 10

Fac(Frp 2314818 11

ermail tourizrmeSville-lizieus i
woanaville-lsiews fr

The tourkst office alio opens a témporary
branch in Jily and August dose to the
cathiddral 5t-Pierre, to acoommodate the
surmemier infiua.

VIHITE

Flgrims and aryone planning a groug

wisit should congact:
Piderinage Sanie The e

31 rue du Caemel BP 2095

147102 Liskeur Cadex

TekiFri 231 4655 08

Faot:{Frl 2 31 4B 55 26

emait
accauiknformaton S thamse-de-Eeuncom

Cathidrale St-Pieme

Aue Condorcet. Earliest gothic chusch in
Mormmandy. Admission free.

Basilique Ste-Thénise

Dpen daily 8.30am to Bpm une-:
Septermiber, Sam b Gpm rest of yeae,
adimilsalon free, Between June and
Septernbes, thers i o nightly fexcept
Sunciay| laser show, featuring the projection
of Thérésas face on the plfars of the
Basdiea Admistion free.
Chapelle du Carmel

Casmelite corent contamns the shrine af
S1e Therdse [movernsnt restrcted during
pervicesk La Salle des Souvenins admission
frac) is a display of har artefacts with a
righi-limgua comimendtany

Les Busssonmets

Bld Harbet-Fournet

Martin family home {admission free, but
you may have to walt in line for English
audio commentary). Extenibhe tour takes
you throtgh the family rooms, with displays
of clothes, toys and mernentos, and the
gardenl Open Sam to Gpm surmes 1 0am
to Spm wintar [closed 15 Decernber unti

15 laniuary)

THE BEST OF THE REST
Musee du Vieus-Lisieus

38 bl Pasibeir

Oid photographs of Lisews, showing lks
pre-Workd War i glones
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